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Areas of Practice 
Will has been at the Bar for 33 years and has vast experience accumulated over that time. In the early 
days of his career at the Bar, Will had a general practice comprising family, crime, housing and 
personal injury cases gaining familiarity with all tribunals from the Magistrates’ Court to the Court of 
Appeal.  
 
For the last 20 years William has specialised in Family Law. 
 
Public Access 
Will undertakes instructions directly from members of the public under the Bar Direct Public Access 
scheme, which allows him, in appropriate cases, to work without a solicitor. With the removal in most 
cases of public funding many people cannot afford both a barrister and solicitor and the Public Access 
scheme allows people in a wide variety of Family cases to have the benefit of a barrister’s advice and 
representation at the cost of the barrister alone. Will can be contacted via the clerks for Public Access 
enquiries. 
Clients regularly comment on Will’s sympathetic and accessible approach, whilst remaining realistic 
in advising clients on what can be achieved from litigation and the best way to achieve it, verbally 
and in writing. A qualified, although non-practising mediator, he is experienced in negotiating 
financial settlements and child arrangements at an early stage in proceedings, saving the client time 
and money. He is tough when he has to be. 
 
Family Law 
Will has wide experience in all aspects of family law acting for husbands, wives, parents, grandparents 
and children from all walks of life and income levels, covering the whole range of family cases 
including but not restricted, to  

 Divorce 
 financial remedy cases 
 transfer of tenancy applications 
 applications for leave to remove a child from the jurisdiction 
 child arrangement proceedings (what used to be residence and contact) 
 care proceedings and associated applications 



 emergency remedies including financial and domestic violence injunctions.  

Matrimonial Finance 
Throughout his career Will has advised and appeared very regularly in applications for financial 
remedies on the breakdown of marriage, wherever and whatever the assets may be, from high value 
cases throughout the spectrum to creating solutions where assets are limited. He is valued for his 
pragmatic, firm but sympathetic advice. 
 
The Child 
The welfare of the child is paramount and very often parents cannot agree where the child’s interests 
lie. The Court is then asked to make Child Arrangement orders, deciding issues such as with which 
parent a child should live, how much time they should spend with each parent, holidays and 
passports. What happens if a parent wishes to remove the child to live abroad, when the other parent 
does not agree? Should a parent without Parental Responsibility acquire it? Is there a dispute over 
which school a child should attend, or whether an operation is necessary?  
Has the State in the form of the Local Authority intervened in family life and issued Care proceedings?  
 
All these issues benefit from sympathetic but firm legal advice and representation.  
 
Will has advised and acted in these and allied matters for over 30 years, in tribunals from Magistrates’ 
Court level, through the County Court to Wardship and jurisdictional issues in the High Court, before 
and after the coming into force of the Children Act.  
 
Acting for children and those with no capacity. 
Will has been instructed regularly to act for children and where otherwise there is no capacity, either 
through the intervention of the Official Solicitor or solicitor for the child. 
 
Emergency Remedies 
Will is very experienced in acting in cases where orders need to be made restricting the behaviour of 
or exercise of parental responsibility by one party or another. In particular he has acted in domestic 
violence cases since early 1980s and has experienced the development of the law and the Court’s 
attitude to such cases over the years.  
 
Divorce 
Although contested divorces and nullity proceedings are now rare, both from a drafting point of view 
and court hearings,  Will has done many in his time and has plenty of experience in this field when 
required. 
 
Education and Qualifications and professional memberships 
LLB (Hons) University of London 
Qualified to undertake Public Access work 
Qualified mediator (non-practising) 
Family Law Bar Association 
 
Interests 
Family and friends, food, football 
 
 



Contact Details: 
Telephone: 0207-822-7000 
Fax: 0871-288-7022 
Email: clerks@4kbw.co.uk 
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